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Senators put
30-day age
cap on law

The Associated Press

LINCOLN — The surprising
and seemingly endless stream of
teenagers dropped off at
Nebraska hospitals over the last
two months likely will come to
an end Saturday.

The Nebraska Legislature
today gave final approval, with
a 43-5 vote, to a bill that puts a
30-day age limit on children
who can be dropped off under
the state’s safe haven law.

Gov. Dave Heineman was
expected to sign the bill this
afternoon, making the law go
into effect at 12:01 a.m.
Saturday. Nebraska will join 13
other states with a 30-day age
cap. It has been the only state
with a safe-haven law that that
lacks an age limit.

“I think this solves the imme-
diate problem of adolescents
being abandoned,” said Sen.
Kent Rogert of Tekamah. “These
kids are old enough to know
they're being dropped off, and
that’s not good.”

The law was meant to prevent

newborns from being dumped
in trash bins or worse.

But it has been used to aban-
don 35 children at state hospitals
since July — many of them pre-
teens or teenagers as old as 17.

Five of the children have
been from other states, includ-
ing from as far away as Florida
and Michigan.

Lawmakers have vowed to
address the lack of services for
troubled, older youths they say
that use of the law has illustrat-
ed. Parents and guardians who
have dropped off the kids have
said they have done so because
they thought they had nowhere
else to turn.

Six state senators formed a
task force Thursday that promis-
es to hand the Legislature pro-
posals by the time it reconvenes
in January.

Over the next 40 days, they’ll
work with child welfare experts,
mental health specialists, hospi-
tal officials and others.

“What surfaced was not really

Please see CAP/page A6

Input from parent,
teacher committee
key to AC’s future

CHARIS UBBEN
cubben@hastingstribune.com

Ideas and input from an
Adams Central patron-teacher
committee will be important in
a long conversation about the
future of the school buildings
within the school district,
school officials said.

Comprised of 18 patrons and
six teachers, the committee has
met three times. It is a cross-sec-
tion of people meant to represent
the district’s varied patron base.

The group is just getting a
grasp of the conditions in the
district’s five elementary sites
and its junior-senior high build-
ing through tours and group
discussions, said
Superintendent Shawn Scott.

Students eat up Breakfast Book Buddies

CHARIS UBBEN
cubben@hastingstribune.com

“Where’s Waldo?”

“Alexander and the Terrible,
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day.”

“Brown Bear, Brown Bear.”

Classic children’s books, piled
into a white wicker basket and
just waiting for Lincoln
Elementary students to come to
school this morning and press
them open.

This is the Breakfast Book
Buddies program, which teams
kindergarten through fifth-
grade students with junior ele-
mentary education majors from
Hastings College. It has met
every Friday morning for the last
six weeks and is in its third year.

Later, the committee will share
its thoughts and ideas with the
school board.

But the board is in no hurry
and has not set a deadline, said
Tom Behmer, school board pres-
ident.

“I hope they take as much
time as they need, because the
board is not operating under
any time frame whatsoever,” he
said. “The board is distancing
itself from this committee so as
not to influence them or guide
them in a certain direction.”

Jim LaMaster, a teacher who
is serving as a co-chair on the
committee, said the board has
been careful not to pressure
members.

Please see AC/page A6

The HC students are at
Lincoln Elementary every
Friday for class anyway, said
Rita Will. Will co-sponsors, with
Lisa Lebken, Lincoln’s “Lion’s
Leadership” student council,
which hosts the activity.

For several years now, the col-
lege has held its Junior Block
classes on-site to study chil-
dren’s literature, social studies
and reading. That way, they can
easily sit in on classes. Starla
Rethorst, Lincoln’s reading spe-
cialist, is their teacher for the
reading piece.

An 8 a.m. class provided the
perfect opportunity for the col-
lege students to come early and
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Jacob Haase, 4, watches a train go around a Christmas display through a window at Hometown Variety during the
Celebration of Lights Thursday in downtown Hastings.

A cold Christmas kickoff

RESIDENTS FLOCK
DOWNTOWN TO CELEBRATE
BEGINNING OF SEASON

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com

espite temperatures that

dipped into the teens,

thousands of Hastings-

area residents gathered in

a two-block section of
Second Street Thursday evening to cele-
brate the start of the Christmas season.

Thursday was the downtown’s 19th
annual Celebration of Lights, which
included entertainment from various
bands and groups, and — of course —
an appearance by Santa Claus.

St. Nick sat inside the Nelson
Furniture showroom, 742 W. Second
St., on a large chair that looked like a
sleigh-shaped candy cane.

For most of the evening, a line of
families with children waiting to sit on
Santa’s lap wound through the store.

Sisters Erica and Kaela Thompson,
11 and 5, respectively, sat on his lap as
their parents Dean and Sheila watched.

Erica said she asked for a laptop

read to kids.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Lenny Tamayo, 4, (left) tells Santa Claus how old he is while visiting him with
his twin brother Angel during the Celebration of Lights Thursday in downtown

Hastings.

computer, “Cause they're cool.”

Kaela asked for the Dora the
Explorer Wii game, “Dora Saves the
Snow Princess.” When she had trouble
explaining why she wanted the game,

her father Dean helped her, saying
“Cause it looks awesome.”

What did they think of sitting on
Santa’s lap?

Please see KICKOFF/page A6

“I think almost all of them
volunteer to come at 7:30 and
have breakfast with a little
friend,” Will said.

Besides, it’s Friday, said HC
students Whitney King and
Clint Shipman. They get to
sleep in the next morning.

“It's not really an inconven-
ience, because we like to come,”
King said.

Kids are chosen for Breakfast
Book Buddies by lottery, so a
few have participated more
than once over the six-week
span, while others may not
have been chosen. When Will
reads the winners’ names over

the intercom system Thursdays,
the kids sprint down to the
school office to pick up their
invitations.

Friday mornings, they choose
a breakfast snack and drink,
along with their books, and head
into the library. Some talk their
college students into climbing a
staircase to “The Loft,” a special
place in the library that Lincoln
kids can only use if they have an
adult at their side.

Usually, they are paired one-
on-one, though HC students
will double up if necessary.
Between 17 and 21 kids have
participated each week.

Please see BUDDIES/page A6
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Lincoln Elementary School second-graders Dalton Cook and
Jessica Heredia admire the colors in the book “Brown Bear,
Brown Bear” as Jayme Schroeder begins to read to them as
part of the Book Buddies program today at the school.
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CAUGHT SMOKING

DES MOINES, Iowa — Her
husband just signed a smoking ban
into law in April. Now lowa first
lady Mari Culver admits she already

The wife of Gov. Chet Culver

employers.

Nation

released a statement Thursday say-
ing she quit smoking last year but
started again a few months ago and
smoked in a state vehicle.

The ban outlaws smoking in
most workplaces, including cars of

down.

The first lady’s admission fol-

lowed a report in The Des Moines
Register that she was seen smoking

the passenger seat with the window

Inside
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Report: CIA withheld info from White House

PAMELA HESS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The CIA withheld
information from the White House,
Justice Department and Congress about
the 2001 shooting down of a plane over
Peru carrying an American missionary
family, part of a yearslong cover-up of
lethal violations in U.S. drug-interdic-
tion procedures, according to a classified
internal CIA report.

Michigan Rep. Pete Hoekstra, the
senior Republican on the House
Intelligence Committee, called for a
criminal investigation and said
Congress would hold hearings on the

matter in the new year.

“This is as ugly as it gets: an agency
operating outside of the law, covering
it up and getting away with it as long
as they did,” Hoekstra said.

The CIA inspector general’s report
dated Aug. 25, excerpts of which were
released Thursday, said the agency hid
from Congress, the National Security
Council and Justice Department the
results of multiple internal investiga-
tions that documented “sustained and
significant” violations of White House-
sanctioned aircraft intercept proce-
dures. The procedures were created to
prevent the shooting down of inno-

cent aircraft over the Amazon jungle
like the April 2001 downing of the mis-
sionaries’ aircratft.

“The plane, following the Amazon
River in its westward journey in day-
light, was tracked by a CIA aircraft as a
suspected narcotrafficker and was fired
on by the Peruvian Air Force. A
Michigan woman and her infant
daughter were killed and the American
pilot was seriously wounded. The
woman’s husband and son survived.

“Within hours, CIA officers began to
characterize the shootdown as a one-
time mistake in an otherwise well-run
program. In fact, this was not the case,”

the report says.

A report released by the State
Department in 2001 said the CIA air-
craft initially identified the plane but
then grew concerned that it was an
innocent flight. But it was too late —
given language problems and estab-
lished procedures — to prevent the
Peruvian fighter from firing.

According to the report, many air-
craft were shot down by Peruvian fight-
er aircraft within two to three minutes
of being spotted “without being prop-
erly identified, without being given the
required warnings to land and without
being given time to respond to such

warnings as were given to land.”

The Peruvian fighter jets often did
not give targeted aircraft any visible
signals they had been intercepted
before they were shot down.

Nevertheless, between 1995 and
2001 the CIA “incorrectly reported that
the program complied with the laws
and policies governing it.”

The IG report said Peruvians and
Americans participating in the coun-
ternarcotics program explained that
they violated the procedures because
they thought them too time-consuming
and worried they “might have resulted
in the escape of the target aircraft.”
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From left: Morgan Long, 8, Elle Douglas, 6, Julia Reimer, 8, and Olivia Douglas, 8, dance to “Santa
Claus is Coming to Town" during the Celebration of Lights Thursday in downtown Hastings.

Kickoff: Thousands brave
cold for Celebration of Lights

Continued from page A1

“It was a fun experience
because you actually get the
real experience of sitting on his
lap,” Erica said

The Thompsons, Hastings res-
idents, try to come to the
Celebration of Lights every year.

“We try to,” Dean said. “We
have kids who perform in it.
We want to see Santa and we
like the fireworks.”

Erica, who is in fifth grade at
Longfellow Elementary School,
sang with the Longfellow
Ambassadors on a stage set up
on the block between Hastings
and Denver avenues, before her
family visited Santa.

“I like it. It's a nice way to
kick off the Christmas season;
it's kind of the start of it,” Dean
said.

Trace amounts of snow fell
throughout the evening.

At 7:15 p.m., the crowd
counted down from 10 to mark
the lighting of downtown.

Just before that, City
Councilman Everett Goebel
read a proclamation for Mayor
Matt Rossen, calling Nov. 16-22
National Hunger and Homeless
Awareness Week.

Goebel also recognized two
celebrities in downtown
Thursday.

“Stop and think about it,” he
said. “Where else could you go
to see Santa Claus, the Kool-
Aid Man, snow coming off the
roof and when you get home
there will be no accumulation.

Jennifer Davis, marketing
director for the Hastings Area
Chamber of Commerce, said
she thought the turnout
Thursday was great.

“Considering the weather,
there was a lot of people down
there.”

She estimated that about
4,000 people attended the cele-
bration.

One change she noticed at
this year’s Celebration of Lights
was — because of the cold tem-
perature outside — how crowd-
ed the open stores were.

“It was packed,” she said.
“Every store | went by, there were
a ton of people warming up.”

One of those was Prairie
Books & Gifts, 641 W. Second
St., which normally stays open
until 8 p.m. on Thursdays, but
doesn’t usually see dozens of
people in the store at one time,
like there were throughout the
evening.

“No comparison,” said
Bernie Tushaus, who owns the
store with his wife, Jane. “This
is a once-a-year kind of thing.

n

We get thousands of people
down here and it's great. Even
though it's cold down here,
they'll see some things they
don’t normally see.”

Things like a “lady in lights.”

That's how Tami Turner
described herself Thursday.

Turner, who owns The
Paisley Frog, 221 N. Lincoln
Ave., with her mother Judy
Bott, stood outside the store
wrapped in 500 Christmas
lights handing out candy canes
to people passing by.

She wore red lights on her
upper body and green lights
around each of her legs.

“TI'm a little cold, but it’s
been fun,” Turner said. “It's
been fun seeing all the people
who have gotten out tonight,
even as cold as it is. They're
enjoying the night and we
wanted to do that, too.”

She said people who walked
by thought it was the “neatest
thing.”

“Next year we're going to
expand it and it's going to be
more than one person,” she said.
“We just wanted to do something
different. Our store is unique and
we wanted to do something
unique tonight. We thought
maybe this would get some peo-
ple to come into the store.”

AC: Committee’s input key

Continued from page A1

“I think a lot of people think
that some sort of a decision has
already been made,” said
LaMaster, who teaches social
studies in the junior-senior high
school building. “If that was the
case, then we wouldn't be having
this committee. It would be a
waste of our members’ time. I
just think there’s kind of that
feeling out in the community,
but that's not the situation at all.”

The committee’s first meeting
was to get organized, then it
met twice to take in-depth tours
of the district’s six school build-
ings, LaMaster said.

“It's not just for our elemen-
taries, it's an overall assessment
of all our facilities,” he said.
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investigators say they have
found no sign of arson in a
blaze that killed 27 horses at a
thoroughbred training facility

Members also have received a
healthy dose of reading materi-
al, including past facility studies
performed by consultants. The
most recent one was done earli-
er this year by a consultant
company in Omaha.

“They have received pretty
much everything the school
board has,” Scott said.

Over the next week and a
half, members will read that
information, devise their own
assessments of the facilities and
prepare to meet again, LaMaster
said. He expects that members
will talk with others about the
issue, as well.

“This committee is focused
on the best education,” Scott
said. “What kind of education

said today that the cause of the
fire at Riverside Downs is unde-
termined, but it does not appear
suspicious.

do we want to provide, what
facilities and what does that
look like?”

Behmer agreed.

“The ultimate goal is to pro-
vide fair and equitable facilities
to all of our students, continu-
ing the tradition of providing
an excellent education, while
keeping in mind that our
patrons and taxpayers will be
responsible for any possible
additional expenditures,” he
said.

LaMaster said patrons not on
the committee may contact the
superintendent with their ideas
on the issue since the board and
administration want to keep
any outside pressures off of
committee members.

the barn made it impossible to
determine an exact cause. He
said the fire originated near an
electrical panel.

Cap: State senators put
age limit in safe haven law

Continued from page A1
what we had intended ... we
have a crisis with older chil-
dren,” said Sen. Arnie Stuthman
of Platte Center, who intro-
duced the safe haven bill that
was approved earlier this year.
The task force plans three
meetings over the next 40 days
that won't be open to the public.
“We aren’t going to solve this
entire problem in 40 days,” said
Sen. Amanda McGill of Lincoln,
chairwoman of the task force.
“Families will continue to struggle.”

The difference between the
initiative = announced on
Thursday and past plans to
improve child welfare is that
“this one will succeed,” said
Sen. Brad Ashford of Omaha.

Ashford chairs the Judiciary
Committee, which would likely
consider changes suggested by
the task force, and is expected to
work closely with the new group.

Ashford said during the
upcoming session the
Legislature should be able to
solve “the immediate problems

of what families do in crisis.”

Sen. Joel Johnson of Kearney,
chairman of the Health and
Human Services Committee,
has said he expects his commit-
tee to make recommendations
to the Legislature.

Among Johnson'’s suggestions
is that the state help make up
for the lack of psychiatrists by
training other professional
health care providers to better
handle problems brought to
light by use of the safe haven
law.

Buddies: Lincoln students eat
up breakfast reading program

Continued from page A1

Mostly, the college students
do the reading and elementary
students the listening. Kids
don’t have much trouble pay-
ing attention, either.

“Usually they do fairly well in
this setting,” Shipman said. “It's
where they get to choose. They
usually find a book that they
like, so they're interested.”

Sometimes the younger ones
do practice their reading, espe-
cially when it’s the second book
for the morning.

“It just depends on what they
want,” Shipman said. “I think
I've only had a kid read to me
once, so I read to them.”

“Sometimes they'll pick
books that are above their read-
ing level,” King added. “At the
younger level, you can usually
tell the ones who have gotten a
lot of reading at home.”

Will said that she and Lebken
try to bring larger picture books,
not chapter books, so their read-
ing teams can complete a book
in their half-hour time. They

bring the books from their per-
sonal collections.

Paige Schuler, a first-grader
who participated last week, read
the Bill Martin Jr. classic,
“Brown Bear, Brown Bear,” a
picture book that repeats its
rhymes over and over.

She really enjoyed the read,
she said, and was talking with a
classmate about it before head-
ing to class that morning.

The HC juniors will return to
Lincoln to perform a reading
diagnostic this spring, Will said.
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